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Mine Risk Education/Mine Victim Assistance Event 

– Tyre, 17. February 2007 – 
 

1.0 Introduction 
The National De-mining Office (NDO) is in the process of implementing four Mine 
Risk Education (MRE)/Mine Victim Assistance (MVA) Events in Southern Lebanon. 
The four MRE/MVA events will be implemented respectively in 
Tyre on 17. February 2007 
Bent Jbeil on 17. March 2007 
Nabatieh on 14. April 2007 
Hasbaya on 12. May 2007 

 
The main funding agency is the European Commission for Humanitarian 
Operations (ECHO) funding the four MRE/MVA events through DanChurchAid 
(DCA). Other donors are Norwegian People’s Aid (NPA), UNICEF and Balamand 
University. 
 

 
The first MRE/MVA event took place in Tyre on the 17. February 2007 from 10:00 until 18:00.  
 

Col. Mohamad Fehmi (NDO), Lt. Col. Youssef Mechref (NDO), and Allan Poston (UNDP) at the event 

2.0 The Objective 
The overall objective was two-fold: 

1. To raise awareness of and put focus on the threat posed by the presence of landmines and 
UXO in the communities in Southern Lebanon, thus supporting the ongoing National mine 
risk education activities. 

2. To put focus on the mine and UXO victims and their situation as disabled persons. 

3.0 Budget and expenditure 
The overall cost for conducting the MRE/MVA event in Tyre on the 17. February 2007 amounted 
to 20,135.50 US$. Through DCA, ECHO contributed with 14,997 US$ hereof, while NPA 
contributed 4,176 US$ and UNICEF in cooperation with Balamand University contributed 962.50 
US$ (for breakdown of costs see annex 1). 
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4.0 Promotion 
The MRE/MVA event in Tyre was advertised in both local radio and National 
newspapers, along with posters and banners in the targeted communities. 
Furthermore, information about the event was disseminated through the 
internet.  
 

5.0 The venue 
The MRE/MVA event in Tyre took place in Bassel el Assad Cultural Centre - a spacious venue 
with a theatre attached with room for 500 people. 

6.0 The visitors 
The visitors were both locals from Tyre and people from the 
surrounding villages. It is estimated that 4,000 people visited the 
MRE/MVA event, hereunder 2,500 children. Approximately 90 
villages in the area were targeted, and children from the villages 
were brought in by bus to take part in the MRE/MVA event. 
 

7.0 The activities 
 
When arriving at the entrance of the venue all visitors were handed a bag containing 
MRE material, hereunder MRE leaflet, sticker, cap, calendar, and pens.  
  
 
 

 
2.1 Photo exhibition  
Entering the centre, passing the donor’s logos, a photo exhibition had been 
set up leading the visitors through the shapes, presence and effects of 
cluster submunition and landmines.  
  
 

 
 
 
2.2 Painting 
Where the photo exhibition 
ended a wall had been put up, 
where children and creative 
spirits could draw their 
impression of landmines and 
cluster submunition. 
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2.3 Landmine and UXO garden 
In the landmine and UXO garden, a mine/UXO 
field had been recreated, and shows were on every 
hour to give the visitors an impression of how a 
mine/UXO field could look like with landmine and 
cluster submunition models scattered in the dirt. 
Furthermore, warning signs were used to fence off 
this field and a variety of clearance equipment was 
on display. 
 
 
 

 
 
2.4 Petition 
As part of the support to the international ban 
on the use of clusterbombs, a petition had 
been setup, where the visitors could sign it 
and thus become part of the overall effort to 
remove clusterbombs from the armouries of 
the world. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
2.5 Disability obstacle course 
To give the visitors an idea of what it is like to be a disabled 
person and to live with a missing limb, a disability obstacle 
course had been prepared. The visitor was equipped with an 
artificial leg or a wheelchair and asked to negotiate a few 
everyday obstacles.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
2.6 Presentations of local NGOs 
The local NGOs working on a daily basis 
with the consequences stemming from 
the use of clusterbombs and landmines 
were each given a booth to present their 
work. 
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2.7 Puppet show 
For the younger visitors, in 
the theatre, four puppet 
shows were conducted 
throughout the day, 
conveying the basic MRE 
messages. Balamand 
University – Landmine 
Resource Centre lent 
capacities to the show, and 
care was taken to involve 
the children directly 
ensuring interaction 
between actors and 
spectators.  
 
 

 
 
2.8 Landmine and UXO victim activities 
A venue within the centre had been 
established for the mine victims to meet and 
participate in activities and talk about their 
experiences. A large number of mine victims 
turned up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
2.9 Tombola 
Lastly, closing the event, a 
tombola was held, where the 
tickets handed out to the 
visitors upon arriving to the 
event, were used as lottery 
coupons. Prices included 
jackets, fuel and gifts from the 
United Arabic Emirates.  
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8.0 Impact 
From conversations with visitors, 
both adults and children, the major 
impact of the MRE/MVA event is 
assumed to be a heightened 
awareness of the presence of the 
threat, although one child 
mentioned the puppet show as the 
central activity, remembering the 
Don’t Touch message. The 
distribution of the bag and content 
provided the visitors with a 
tangible memory from the 
MRE/MVA event, which will 
remain in the homes and work as a 
reminder for some time into the future. 

9.0 Conclusion   
The overall impression was that the MRE/MVA event was well coordinated, well implemented, 
well visited and had a significant impact in terms of placing focus on the presence of and the threat 
from landmines and UXO. As the visitors will have gained an understanding of this threat, however 
superficial, it is thus a very important tool to support the ongoing National mine risk education in 
the communities in Southern Lebanon.   
 
 
 
 
Prepared by, 
 
Noe Falk Nielsen 
DCA MRE Coordinator  
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10.0 Annexes 
9.1 Annex 1- Breakdown of costs for MRE/MVA event in Tyre 17. February 2007 
Items Unit Price Quantity  Total   DCA NPA UNICEF & Balamand 

Promotion $3.941,00         
Posters     $650,00   $650,00     
Flyer     $500,00   $500,00     
Stickers     $375,00   $375,00     
Invitation cards     $550,00   $550,00     
Banners $3,75 400 $1.500,00   $1.500,00     
Flexy logo     $16,00   $16,00     
CD, radio, tv     $250,00   $250,00     
Photographer fee     $100,00     $100,00   

Event organisation $8.413,00         
Transportation     $1.495,00   $1.495,00     
Transportation cost for victims     $350,00     $350,00   
Transportation of children     $3.310,00   $3.310,00     
Other transportation costs     $200,00   $200,00     
Running cost (transportation, communication, 
coordination…) paid to Al-Rissalah members 

    $834,00   
$834,00     

Renting and running cost for the venue     $650,00     $650,00   
Stationary and other materials     $650,00     $650,00   
Stationary     $31,00   $31,00     
Food for staff     $525,00   $525,00     
Food (lunch for the NGOs)     $168,00   $168,00     
Renting cost of the tables     $200,00     $200,00   

Event activities $1.755,50         
Lotto cards     $100,00   $100,00     
Gasoline / diesel for distribution     $543,00   $543,00     
Puppet show     $962,50       $962,50 
Victim photoes $15,00 10 $150,00   $150,00     

Handout bags $6.026,00         
Bags     $2.226,00     $2.226,00   
Pens $0,20 6000 $1.200,00   $1.200,00     
Caps $0,65 4000 $2.600,00   $2.600,00     
Total     $20.135,50   $14.997,00 $4.176,00 $962,50 

 


