DCA Programme Policy: Humanitarian
Assistance

DCA Focus

People affected by sudden onset natural disastersplex political emergencies or chronic
emergencies, are in need of support. They hawgh&to the most effective humanitarian response.
The present policy represents DCA'’s current overglaoisational understanding of issues related
to humanitarian disasters including response as aslbisaster risk reduction. It outlines the
strategic decisions made by DCA to confront thesdlehges and it represents what DCA will
pursue when planning its support to disaster-affeptpulations in collaboration with partners and
networks. This policy is broad but it does not dtafone. DCA humanitarian response is informged
by other DCA policies and actions, and it is supgblig a commitment to effectively raise funds
for humanitarian response.

 Provision of sustainable relief and rehabilitatiith a special focus on food crisis response
» Advocacy for increased humanitarian space and atcessistance/protection

» Partner/ACT implemented assistance based on locaincmity needs and capacities

« Linking relief, rehabilitation and development, luiding disaster risk reduction

» Gender issues addressed at all stages of DCA-sudpartergency interventions

» Conflict sensitivity is an integrated part DCA huntarian assistance

» A strong focus on accountability towards beneficmrie

1. Background

1.1 A changing environment

The environment where humanitarian action takesepiaevolving rapidly and continuously, posing
new challenges for the delivery of humanitarian siasice, disaster risk reduction and protection for
affected communities. Accelerating climate changerisging more floods, cyclones and storms, and
the number of natural disasters has quadrupletienast two decades, affecting approximately 200
million people annually. The number of personscéfd by war, the war on terror and armed conflicts
has also increased during the same period. Flagiargspect for International Humanitarian Law and
the violation of human rights have led to the skirig of the ‘humanitarian space.” The bulk of the 9
million refugees and 24 million internally displatcpersons (IDPs) in 2008yere in Africa, and all of
them needed some kind of humanitarian assistance.

All humanitarian disasters have both direct andraiimplications for reaching the eight Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) aimed at reducing poverty wadd. For example, disaster-related loss
of life and damage to housing, infrastructure, 8gsj and productive assets will reduce livelihood
sustainability (MDG1). Population displacement inipts schooling, (MDG2). Domestic and sexual
violence often increase in the wake of disasters (MD®3poverishment and displacement following
disasters can increase the risk of disease, imgudilV/AIDS, as well as disrupting health care
(MDG®6), and so on. Thus any humanitarian action, wéradisaster response, rehabilitation or disaster
risk reduction, will directly influence the likelilodl of reaching the Millennium Development Goals.

lUNHCR Refugees by Numbers 2006 edition
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1.2. Definition and scope

Humanitarian disasters can be classified by fouegygf circumstances:

. Slow onset natural disasters, such as droughtjrfestations, or environmental degradation;
. Rapid onset natural disasters, such as tsunamigls] earthquakes, or hurricanes;

. Complex Political Emergencies, or internal or intfonal armed conflict;

. Prolonged or chronic emergencies, such as long-tésplacements or chronic food insecurity.

With regard to sudden onset disasters, DCA respeet8dtion By Churches Together (ACT)
definition:

“A disaster is an extraordinary event that causegrdetion to people, property and structures tdsuc
an extent as to exceed the capacity of the affemiaununities to cope with the situation relying §ole
on their own resources. It requires external actibich is immediate, appropriate and limited in time,
and which will enable the affected communities toecojfith the emergency and begin to return to
normal life.”

Both man-made physical conditions and poor goveraaan influence the severity of a disaster. The
risk of a humanitarian disaster is directly relatedhe level of vulnerability of the populationcathe
effectiveness of prevention, mitigation and predaess measures. Impoverished and marginalised
people are often forced to settle on land prondldoding, landslides, or droughts, or with less
developed infrastructure, higher population densidy inadequate preparedness measures. These
persons suffer more from the effects of disastad have fewer resources with which to recover.
Though an increasing number of disasters call farememergency assistance, the humanitarian
response must do more than save lives. Particuilartiie field of natural disasters the humanitarian
response must also strengthen impoverished peltipdéiioods and coping capacities through disaster
risk reduction activities, including adaptationthe effects of climate change where necessary.

The suffering inflicted on civilians in conflict tsiations may be aggravated by restrictions on
humanitarian access and reduced humanitarian spaieed, humanitarian access to needy civilian
populations is often restricted or denied altogete a political bargaining chip. Some conflicte ar
even characterized by the deliberate targetingwlians, including humanitarian workers. There are
also an increased number of non-state armed &aat@anflict situations and a number of failed state
where access is restricted or denied and where iphagen very difficult to uphold humanitarian
principles. But the shrinking humanitarian spacensé relation to the principles in the Code of
Conduct for the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movenagrtt NGOss first and foremost caused by the
conflict parties’ disrespect of human rights anteinational Humanitarian Law in both international
and civil conflicts. The Global War on Terrorismetimcrease in asymmetric warfare and the increased
blurring of civil and military responses have atsmtributed to the deterioration of humanitariaacsp
When responding to an emergency, DCA must understandeopolitical context well. Often policy
makers integrate strategic, defence and humanitagaistance goals in order to reinforce each pther
and often governments’ assistance objectives ameapty political rather than a humanitarian. Irchu
situations, it is the obligation of humanitariareagies like DCA to uphold its neutrality, imparitig)

and independence, but also to lobby for bettetipalisolutions.

With respect to civil military cooperation, DCA maiims a firm commitment to the Code of Conduct.
DCA believes that humanitarian organisations musglided by their humanitarian principles. DCA
notes that in situations of last resort, the miitgan play a limited role in supporting affected
populations.

1.3. DanChurchAid approach

1.3.1 Rights based commitment and normative framewo rk

Human rights as enshrined in the Universal Declaraifdduman Rights, the UN Refugee Convention
and International Humanitarian Law provide the lefgaindation of all humanitarian work. DCA is

committed to provide humanitarian assistance asxddmental human right. This commitment is well
developed in DCA focus countries where DCA has a permigmesence and where the programme
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approach for development projects is fully applisdDCA’s ‘project countries,” and countries where
DCA has a longer term engagement in a protracted hitmnian crisis the rights commitment is also
applied. There may be a great potential for extepdhe rights-based commitment to relief projects,
and for achieving synergies between development ranages and relief projects due to the
coincidence of development partners, relief pagn@dvocacy partners, and through DCA'’s capacity to
closely and continuously follow the political andnmanitarian situation in the country. Informed
knowledge of the causes of an emergency enables DiEfsplan to link relief to development at the
outset, as well as to facilitate protection and tsgipromotion of discriminated groups in the
rehabilitation phase. Acknowledging this advantage a&hdicates that in certain emergency situations
DCA'’s ability to fulfil its commitment to rights badeassistance may be limited to adherence to
internationally recognised humanitarian standargdsminciples.

Chief among these principles is i) the humanitaimperative, and a responsibility to intervene when
lives are at risk or people are affected by disastd) the principle of neutrality, which obliges
humanitarian actors not to take sides or favour sidg in an armed conflict iii) impartiality, which
means that aid is provided solely on the basiseetinand without discrimination according to gender,
race, creed, political or religious affiliation,div) independence, which ensures that humanitaiicn

is neither guided by nor subordinated to any gdatipal, military or economic objectives.

These principles are enshrined in:

. The Code of Conduct: Principles of Conduct for lfiiernational Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement and NGOs in Disaster Response Programmes.

Of which DCA is a signatory via the World Council of @bhes and Action by Churches Together.

DCA is also dedicated to ensure that the humanit@saistance meets recognized minimum standards
pertaining to the well being of the affected commiesj and that disaster affected persons understand
and agree to the proposed action. These stand&rdescribed in:

. The Sphere Project Humanitarian Charter and Minindsamdards in Disaster Response

Together these two documents provide the most irapbrstandards and principles for DCA’s
provision of humanitarian assistance.

1.3.1 Humanitarian Accountability Partnership (HAP)

In underscoring its rights based commitment, DCA $igeed up to the Humanitarian Accountability
Partnership (HAP), and thereby to the accountabilityd transparency principle of “making
humanitarian action accountable to beneficiarigs'its policy work, management systems and in the
implementation of its humanitarian activities, DCA Iwstrive to involve, respect and react to the
valuable input from local partners and beneficgrigith the final goal of improving the DCA
humanitarian response to disaster-affected commeanit

1.3.2 A phased approach - Linking relief rehabilita tion and
development (LRRD)

DCA will seek to support and prioritize interventionkererelief activities are implemented in such a
way that they will not only address immediate neéxds,also contribute to sustainable development,
risk reduction and rights fulfilment. Considerasoon exit strategy shall reflect this. Boundaries
between relief, rehabilitation and reconstruction sametimes be blurred, and LRRD requires high
involvement of local communities in the planningid a comparative advantage of DCA that it has
local implementing partners (including ACT partnerg)st often with longer-term commitment to the
affected communities, and who are thus well postibto link relief activities to rehabilitation and
development. However, this preferred integrated agpraloes not rule out that DCA may sometimes
support partner’s activities only during the acpkase of the disaster if another humanitarian astor
better positioned to do the follow up.
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1.3.3. Conflict sensitivity

Often humanitarian assistance is implemented inlatil® environment, whether due to an ongoing
conflict or its aftermath. In such cases it is jpatarly important to analyse and understand thréoua
interests involved in the local community and hoeytimay relate to national or even regional politics
Therefore, DCA will encourage and support partnemsdrk in a conflict sensitive manner, in order to
give due consideration to how its humanitarian @@ may directly or indirectly impact an ongoing
or potential conflict. It also means considering thlee the way assistance is delivered contributes to
any human rights violations such as discriminatgainst a particular group. Where relevant, DCA
will pay attention to UN Security Council Resolutio®2b, which addresses the challenges of impunity
for perpetrators of (often systematic) gender-basel@nce during conflict, as well as the treatmeint
women as victims in need of protection instead obgaising their active involvement in all the ptese
of war and peace. DCA will remain attentive to configsues throughout the whole intervention
period, and incorporate this conflict sensitivitytd the ongoing monitoring and evaluation of its
activities. DCA will also promote sound safety, setyuend risk management for its humanitarian
staffs, not only to keep staff safe but to allow tommtion of humanitarian activities in otherwise
inaccessible areas.

2. Objectives of the policy

The overall objective of DCA’s humanitarian assis&policy is:

The rights of marginalised people and their acteslsaster risk reduction, emergency assistande an
rehabilitation are secured, and their coping meishmas are strengthened.

DCA objectives

The number of men, women and children who die desudleprivation as a result of humanitarian

disasters is reduced, through the provision ofemqdtable access to relief and rehabilitation tessce
and disaster risk reduction.

. Lives are saved and livelihoods protected through gromotion and provision of effective
humanitarian assistance in food crisis.
. Disaster and conflict-affected women, men and childaee involved in and can influence

humanitarian assistance through direct or indingatticipation in the planning, monitoring and
evaluation of activities.

. DCA has facilitated DCA partners’ capacity developm@anbrganisational, technical, financial
and advocacy issues.

. Advocacy campaigns are conducted to address obstecleumanitarian space, protection of
civilians and fulfilment of basic rights to swiftegerous and accountable emergency assistance.

. Support and fundraising from the Danish public andiffa and/or international donors are
facilitated.

3. DCA focus

3.1 Actors
Rights-Holders

The primary rights holders and target groups of DClUsnanitarian response are women, men and
children who are disaster or conflict affected andwaine in need of humanitarian assistance. Those
affected by humanitarian disasters remain as retsdeEnd most often citizens of the country in which
they are living, are entitled to the protectionatifguarantees of international human rights subedr

to by the State concerned. In other words, peopleaidose the rights of the population at largeaas
consequence of being displaced or affected by @sttis At the same time they have specific needs,
distinct from those of the non-affected populatiarich call for specific assistance and protection
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measures. In its assistance efforts DCA will give dosideration to the needs of the local population
hosting disaster or conflict affected people.

Among the disaster affected DCA will focus on the mogtoverished, marginalised and vulnerable
rights holders. One needs to understand that poweandigs and discrimination and vulnerability
issues are linked to caste, class, ethnicity, disgbage, diseases and gender. Most societies
experience unequal power relationships between mah women with resulting systematic
discrimination of women. This is often reinforcedridg emergencies and conflict situations where
women are disproportionably vulnerable and discratéd against, and thus likely to suffer increased
morbidity and mortality. Moreover, women and child@re often victims of gender based violence in
humanitarian disasters/conflict situations. A cdtwf impunity for perpetrators of gender based
violence in these situations often limits the swovs’ prospects for justice. Women'’s potential for
participating actively in conflict resolution orski reduction is often overlooked. DCA will carefully
analyse this dynamic, at a minimum through ensutiray data gathered is disaggregated by gender,
and focusing on empowering women to claim their ggtdther than protecting them as victims.
Similarly, people living with disabilities or disessand elderly people are often marginalised ang mo
vulnerable groups. Emergencies increase suscéfptitul and increase the impacts of communicable
diseases, including sexually transmitted diseased s HIV. The nature of the disaster and the
epidemiological situation of the people affectedistl dictate what interventions are called for,uto

a focus on an integrated public health program atewsupply, sanitation, and hygiene education are
often needed.

It is immensely important that humanitarian assista is non-discriminatory and planned in
consultation with the affected people and that itdsuon their own capacities and coping strategies.
Similarly, it must be recognised that differentgps have different needs and interests which must be
reflected in the planning of assistance. Disastiretdd people must never be viewed as passive
victims but as people with rights and capacities Bl others. This is not only a fundamental human
right, but also in the interest of good humanitanmactice and accountability and can avoid creatin
conflicts.

Duty bearers

The primary duty and responsibility to provide jgton for and assistance to people affected by
disasters or conflict lies with the national autties of the affected countries. Those affected hbage
right to request and receive such protection asst@snce from their governments, who are the main
duty bearers. Differences in local and national gowent structures’ perspectives may complicate the
situation. When the capacity and/or willingnesshef authorities to fulfil their responsibilities are
insufficient, the international community and cisdciety have the responsibility to ensure the
protection of civilians and to support and supplettke efforts of the government and the local
authorities. The scope and complexity of many eereey situations call for the involvement of various
actors in the response, including the affected [adjon themselves, the host population, and any
number of moral duty bearers such as the UN, thirty gmvernments, donors, religious leaders,
national and international NGOs and non-state aetaescising de facto control of an area.

3.2 Focus Areas

Despite the constraints in certain humanitarianstiésa, DCA is committed to applying a rights based
approach to humanitarian assistance. Correspondiitg development efforts, DCA humanitarian
assistance will have a three pronged approachfibthé rights of the disaster affected at differen
levels. These are:

1. Actions for Relief and Rehabilitation, which makethp bulk of DCA’s humanitarian efforts
by far;
2. Actions for Accountability vis-a-vis duty bearers, wihiare efforts targeting the duty bearers to

make them deliver the assistance that disastestaffgpeople are entitled to receive;
3. Actions for Political and Legal Empowerment which aefferts meant to assist, educate and
empower disaster affected rights holders to claigir ttights themselves.

3.2.1 Actions for Relief and Rehabilitation
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Disaster affected people have specific and oftey wagent needs for assistance and protection, which
may not be easily met by duty bearers due to eittogrof will or capacity, for instance in so called
“failed states”. DCA’s humanitarian efforts are #f@re aimed at meeting people’s rights for basic
security and protection, whether they are physe@nomic or social. Where appropriate a regional or
cross border approach shall be applied. Thesenactice addressed to the rights holders themsaiks a
typically involve provision of material inputs asdrvices. It will be provided in an empowering and
sustainable manner with the active involvement afidénce of the affected groups based on needs
assessments with gender disaggregated data. Astetégy shall be an integrated part of the plagnin
process.

Disaster Risk Reduction

DCA will support partners to work with community baseskdter risk reduction. This is defined as:
“The possibilities to minimize vulnerabilities andisaster risks throughout a society, to avoid
(prevention) or to limit (mitigation and preparedagthe adverse impacts of hazards, within the broad
context of sustainable development” (UN InternatioSaiategy for Disaster Reduction). DCA will
focus particularly at the household and local comityulevels, including most vulnerable groups but
also linking the efforts to municipal, district andtional levels where possible. Disaster risk radact
can be implemented as an independent activity, fiestteamed into other programmes, or be part of
rehabilitation activities. The Disaster Risk Redoctiapproach shall take into consideration the
community’s coping strategies.

Examples of community based disaster risk redudtiolude:

. Disaster proofing physical infrastructure

. Conducting local risk assessments and mapping

. Developing early warning systems and evacuationsplan

. Conducting Mine Risk Education

. Managing environmental and natural resources ahacieg the impact of climate change
. Raising awareness of disasters among the local atigul

. Distributing of food inputs to avoid destitution

. Diversifying crops

. Supporting the development of alternative income ses

Emergency Relief Assistance

In collaboration with partners DCA often respondshifirst phase of a humanitarian disaster. The
response shall always be based on a sound needsrass¢ where vulnerabilities and beneficiaries
own inputs and capacities are considered. Coordimatith other humanitarian actors, including
participation in the Cluster Approach led by the @M well as in local Action by Churches Together
(ACT International) forums, is key. Sphere Minimstandards in disaster response shall guide the
planning and intervention and include disaggredjgender data where ever possible, as well, as
disaggregated data for other key determinants lofevability.

Examples of Emergency Relief Assistance include:

. Provision of temporary shelter

. Distribution of non-food items

. Provision of water, sanitation and hygiene education
. Distribution of food/cash

Rehabilitation and Recovery Assistance

DCA considers rehabilitation to be rebuilding ancorestruction of physical infrastructure, livelihoods
and social structures. Rehabilitation should aimchtieving qualitative and sustainable improvements
in the living conditions of those affected. Whikhabilitation may be planned in very early stadesno
emergency intervention, actual implementation ¢dakes place once the affected communities have
been stabilized and their minimum subsistence needs
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Examples of Rehabilitation and Recovery Assistance:

. Rebuilding and reconstruction of physical infrastuue

. Providing micro credit with equal participation oEmand women
. Distributing of seeds and tools

. Supporting local women'’s organizations

. Reintegrating projects after conflicts

Responding to Food Crisis

With its special focus on the Right to Food and IdRRD (Linking relief, rehabilitation and
development), DCA will give particular attention tospending to food crisis. DCA will support
partners to build their capacity for a more compredive, effective and efficient response to food
crisis. Using the Right to Food as the point of depa, DCA will tailor its support to match the
severity, duration and type of disaster that hassed the food crisis. DCA will consider working
within a co-implementing agreement with local parsnand support both emergency preparedness for
food shortage and a full range of food aid optiand recovery. Activities in response to a food srisi
should never be implemented in a vacuum, and whmsepriate DCA will encourage partners to use
food aid as an entry point into communities to parsther important issues, such as protectionteshel
or gender equality. Finally, DCA will provide adviesd support on procurement and logistics and
enter into dialogue with partners on how to improwndiing of political issues like GMO, food
subsidies and financial speculation on nationatifg@in reserves. DCA'’s guiding principles on Food
Crisis Response provide additional guidelines iis #ector. As a key principle food aid will, if
available, be sourced as close to the affected lptpo as possible to ensure that local farmers are
supported and not out-competed in addressing a ddei$. Food aid delivered from OECD countries
should be a last resort.

Examples of Food Crisis Response include:
. School feeding

. Supplementary feeding

. General ration distribution

. Cash transfers

. Food for work

3.2.2 Actions for increased Accountability vis-a-vi s duty bearers
- Advocacy

Human actions are a determining factor in many aatlisasters. This is true for drought situations,
where unequal food distribution may be the root eafanass hunger; or in natural disasters, where
climate change, poor natural resource managemeritak of disaster risk management may
drastically increase the effects on the affectqulfation.

Similarly in conflict situations the suffering ameed of civilians may result from a deliberate gratt

of violation that is integral to the policy and duret of the war and which is in breach of internalon
humanitarian law, human rights law and refugee law.la¢imns of legal rights impose clear
humanitarian, military or political duties on gomerents and non-state actors. These duty bearers are
the target for DCA Actions for increased accountabilis-a-vis duty bearers.

In DCA'’s support to disaster and conflict affectednoounities, advocacy therefore plays an important
role in preventing the consequences of humanitadizasters, in mitigating their effects, and in
securing the physical security and humanitariars&cThese advocacy activities are to be baselueon t
rights holder’s priorities and carried out by tlights holders themselves and/or in cooperation with
DCA implementing partners, civil society networks,jates, social movements and the like. It is
critical that advocacy actions do not increasevifieerability of the affected populations or in amgy

put them at risk. It is recognised that DCA is naspeecially mandated protection agency and that
advocacy for protection of civilians may have vagananifestations, some more visible than others.
Nonetheless, wherever relevant and feasible proteetitivities should be an integrated part of relief
and rehabilitation activities.

As for accountability actions beyond advocacy, DCAI wil some circumstances support capacity
building of duty bearers in understanding and aekedging their duties.
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Examples of advocacy activities include:

. Advocacy for increased responsiveness of duty beared recognition of legitimate rights

. Advocacy for equitable access to disaster affectgaifation and safe humanitarian space

. Advocacy for disaster risk reduction linked to climahange

. Advocacy for increased protection of women and chkildn conflict situations

. Advocacy for increased participation of women

. Capacity building of government actors/structurgidmen’s protection against violence

. Awareness raising amongst important moral duty bsatacluding the UN and donors, on

issues such as better linking of food aid to livetid recovery

. Activities aimed at altering a particular discouiisefavour of the rights and interests of
discriminated groups, for example, internally désgld persons (IDPs)

3.2.3 Actions for Political and Legal Empowerment

This final set of DCA humanitarian assistance actemidress rights holders themselves. Empowerment
is not something that can be done for people.iPaliand legal empowerment actions facilitate the
process through which rights holders increasingdpidy themselves as citizens and rights holders,
gain more control over their lives and challengegtructures denying them their rights and pratecti
People may be overwhelmed during the immediateraéttr of a disaster and often they are in a better
position to claim their rights during the rehalsition and recovery phase. Due to DCA and its partners’
intimate knowledge of and close connections to tmaraunities, they are often in a very good position
to support empowerment through the LRRD approacln@idue consideration to conflict sensitivity

Examples of Action for Political and Legal Empowerinen

. Support to formation of groups (credit groups, wola@noups or community based
organisations) engaged in rehabilitation

. Support to specific advocacy groups monitoringigesin emergency assistance

. Establish and strengthen local organizations, mevesior networks

. Raise awareness within communities on rights andemtnts

. Support strengthened participation of women andrattarginalised groups in decision-making
structures

4. DCA’s work with partners

DCA works in partnerships and alliances with otherlcddciety organisations and churches from

community to international levels, ensuring as mastpossible strategic and operational coordination
alignment and harmonisation among the various adétwmolved. In particular, the Action by Churches

Together (ACT) alliance is a prioritised framework fhis effort. This is because ACT partners often

have a comparative advantage in reaching the masginalised and because the wide geographical
coverage of the alliance will allow DCA to respond éoigus emergency situations even if DCA is not

initially present. Another priority is those partskips already established in DCA focus and project
countries, where DCA's presence raises the poteotia rights based commitment. Depending on the
needs and context, DCA may also opt to work within-#nggementing agreement with local partners

in order to facilitate capacity building, advocamyd quality assurance. DCA finds that collaborating
with local implementing partners in humanitarianistesice has several advantages:

. A more sustainable approach to relief and rehatiditathat reinforces the indigenous disaster
response and preparedness capacities of the affemtemunity;

. A strong local network with existing relationshipsn@ny disaster-affected communities and
national coordination mechanisms (UN) that often gdes the onset of the disaster;

. Faster capacity to respond, due to a pre-estaldlistesence; and

. Better local knowledge of culture, language, histopglitics, conflict and humanitarian

developments.
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Emergency situations, in particular rapid onseastisrs, often see large numbers of actors involved.
DCA strongly emphasizes the importance of humanitac@ordination with all stakeholders including
national authorities, UN organisations (via the ®usapproach if present), donors, civil society
(including the ACT network), and beneficiaries tofuhake use of the comparative advantage of the
different actors and in order to avoid overlap.

DCA will, as a guiding principle, strive to add sulvdiee value to its partners’ work. DCA recognises
that its opportunities to add value is highly camtpecific, and depends on many factors, includireg
partner’s own capacities on relief and developm®@A’s presence and capacities, nature of the
partnership, and the type of emergency. DCA will responly to emergencies where its contribution
makes a difference.

The types of contributions DCA may make include:

. Assisting partners’ efforts to raise funds to agdisaster affected;

. Providing technical assistance in project planningglementation, monitoring and evaluation,
including specific sector competencies in food isrigender and rights, procurement, protection,
financial management and other administrative agdrisational capacities;

. Co-implementing projects, where relevant;

. Facilitating methodological and capacity developtmsapport to partners as required, for
instance through seconding of staff in the cruesly stages of an emergency;

. Supporting its partners’ capacities to addressspeeial risks faced by women in humanitarian
disasters, and integrating a gender conscious apiprithroughout their interventions;

. Assisting in networking and coordination efforts wih relevant stakeholders, in particular
through the ACT network;

. Linking national advocacy agenda to relevant iraéomal and supranational institutions and
bodies; and

. Engaging commitment and support from the Danishipubl

To keep its rights based commitment, DCA will also wimnkards ensuring that partners are involved
and influence DCA programme development. In the lobgen, an accountability mechanism shall be
developed to involve both partners and rights hsldeemselves in the planning, monitoring and
assessment of humanitarian assistance projects.

5. Conclusion

The policy shall be implemented in conjunction Wit8A cross cutting policies. Other important
documents providing direction and guidance for DC&dide:

. UN Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement;

. ALNAP (Active Learning Network for Performance in Humamian Action) Protection
Guidelines;

. World Vision Protection Guidelines;

. Hyogo Framework for Action on Building the Resilienoé Nations and Communities to
Disasters; and

. Do No Harm approach by Mary B. Anderson

. United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 faegson impact of war on women and
women's contributions to conflict resolution andtaimable peace.

. Guidelines on the use of military and civil defemssets in Disaster Relief —“Oslo Guidelines”

updated November 2006

Tools and guidelines to facilitate the implememtatdf the policy are available to DCA country and
regional offices on the DCA intranet for DCA staff. DCAllvappreciate any comments, ideas and
experiences that will enrich the ongoing discussainhow to better reach those affected by
humanitarian disasters and thereby contributetiacdurevisions of this policy.

Programme Type 5: Humanitarian Assistanc®



Programme Type 5: Humanitarian Assistant€



