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 the 
middle east

bit rearing. This project plan is to sow both vegetable seeds 
and hope in an area where the prospects for the future may 
seem very bleak.
 
HEALTH The many years of cooperation with the Augusta 
Victoria Hospital in Jerusalem and the Novo Nordic “World 
Diabetes Foundation” reached a big break-through when the 
UN and the Palestinian health authorities agreed to coop-
erate in the struggle for prevention and treatment of diabe-
tes on the West Bank. 

WOMEN’S RIGHTS Also on the West Bank the work is 
continuing to improve women’s conditions; for instance 
through education and financial help for women so they 
can start their own business. 

THE RETURN OF MIGRANT WORKERS The crisis in the 
Russian construction sector has forced one million migrant 
workers from Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan to return home 
jobless. It is a serious blow for the economy of these coun-
tries. The money the workers sent home constituted 25 per 
cent of Kyrgyzstan’s GNP and 50 per cent of that of Taji-
kistan. The young returnees are able-bodied and energetic 
men. But they are very frustrated; they feel unjustly treated 
and do not see any future prospects.
DanChurchAid works to establish self-help groups among 
the returned migrant workers. The groups offer a social 
community and a possibility to improve their conditions. 
One of the goals of the self-help groups is to channel the 
energy of the young men into constructive, political work. 
Where possible, DanChurchAid is working closely together 
with local religious leaders, imams and bishops. This coop-
eration should prevent extremists from outside from recrui-
ting acolytes among the angry young men – e.g. the retur-
ning Kyrgyz Taleban sympathisers who have been pushed 
out of Afghanistan by the coalition forces. 

HIV/AIDS Many returned migrant workers come home 
with more than disappointment and social desperation. 
HIV and AIDS are spreading in the home villages of the 
migrant workers. DanChurchAid and the sister organisati-
ons in ACT Alliance have implemented an information and 
prevention programme. Both in Kyrgyzstan and in Rus-
sia the migrant workers and their families are informed 
about the disease.  
 

The project makes the women financially 
independent – and as business women 
they challenge the strong, patriarchal un-
derstanding of women’s role in society.
In Lebanon DanChurchAid has suc-
ceeded in creating some common 
ground in the work for women’s rights 
by organising workshops for the staff 
in ten Lebanese women’s organisati-
ons. This is novel in a country that is 
strictly divided politically and religious-
ly. It is hoped that during 2010 the wo-
men’s organisations will work together 
to create a foundation for maternity 
leave in Lebanon.
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DANCHURCHAID

INTERNATIONALLY DanChurchAid 
is an active player in Denmark and in-
ternationally in the fight against land 
mines and cluster bombs. Thus, it was 
a happy day when Denmark in Decem-
ber 2009 signed the Danish ratifica-
tion of the cluster bomb convention. 
DanChurchAid is member of the ad-
visory committee of the International 
Campaign for Banning of Land Mines 
and member of the committee that re-
views the implementation of both the 
treaty for banning of land mines and 
the cluster bomb convention.

ALBANIA After years of hard work the 
goal was finally reached in November 
2009: All known mind fields and areas 
infected by cluster bombs in Albania 
are now cleared, and DanChurchAid 
has released more than 12 million 
square metres of land to the popula-
tion. Thus, Albania was declared mine 
free within the deadlines of the mine 
clearance contract. The last four years, 
DanChurchAid was the only humanita-
rian mine action organisation working 
in Albania.

ANGOLA DanChurchAid is working in 
the most mine infested area in Angola. 
In 2009, the mine clearance machine 
Mini Minewolf was donated to the pro-

ject, which strengthened the programme considerably so 
that more people can get more mine-free and safe land.

DR CONGO Together with local partners and Swedish Re-
scue Services and coordinated by the UN, DanChurchAid 
continues working in eastern DR Congo with localising mine 
infested areas, clearing mines and educating the population 
in e.g. risk assessment. In 2009 there was increased focus 
on coordinating the mine clearance with development pro-
jects in order to secure the local population maximum food 
production in the released areas.

LEBANON The work in southern Lebanon has gradually 
changed from emergency clearance of unexploded cluster 
bombs to more long-term engagement. Therefore, in 2009 
increased focus was placed on education of the national 
mine clearance staff. 

SUDAN The activities in Sudan have been increased, both 
geographically and technically. In addition to the mine clea-
rance in South Kordofan, DanChurchAid is now also clearing 
unexploded ammunition in the Blue Nile region. The clea-
rance system WADS, that localises land mines and other 
unexploded ammunition by advanced computer technology, 
is now also working in Sudan.

NEW POLICY In 2009 DanChurchAid developed a policy com-
bining DanChurchAid’s knowledge about military material 
with the organisation’s strengths within development work. 
For instance to educate local police officers in collecting hand 
weapons or give armed youth options for alternative liveli-
hoods so that they do not become criminals. In this way the 
security can be increased in conflict stricken areas. 

MINE ACTION
HUMANITARIAN
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DANCHURCHAID
OBJECTIVES AND VALUES The ob-
jective of DanChurchAid is to strengt-
hen the poorest in the world in their 
struggle for a dignified life. Our work is 
based on Christian values with respect 
for the rights of the individual, and that 
all human beings are equal. 
DanChurchAid is rooted in the Danish 
National Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
but works where the need is biggest 
regardless of religion, gender, political 
affiliation, race, nationality or ethni-
city, disability or sexual orientation.  
 DanChurchAid works with relief and 
development in close cooperation with 
church-related and other partner or-

ganisations. DanChurchAid mobilises 
popular and political groups and in-
fluences decision-makers in order to 
improve the conditions for the world’s 
poorest both at local, national and glo-
bal levels.

PARTNERSHIPS AND ALLIANCES  
DanChurchAid’s work is focused on 
democratisation, alleviation of hunger, 
strengthening of health in relation to 
HIV/AIDS, humanitarian mine action, 
climate and relief aid.
We base our work on partnership, and 
the guiding principle is the rights-based 
approach. In Denmark as well as inter-
nationally we educate about the root 
causes of poverty and inequality, and we 
encourage popular and political action.
Internationally, DanChurchAid is part 
of the network ACT Alliance (Action 
by Churches Together). ACT Alliance 
is among the largest international re-
lief and development aid facilitators 
with more than one hundred member 
organisations in 125 countries and with 
more than 30,000 employees.

MINE ACTION

ECONOMY AND ORGANISATION DanChurchAid is an in-
dependent organisation. Our activities are financed through 
fundraising, private and corporate donations, foundations 
as well as funds from among others Danida, the EU and UN 
agencies and international foundations. The supreme au
thority of DanChurchAid is the Council elected for a four-year 
period representing church and local constituencies, volun-
teers and staff. The Council, headed by Bishop Erik Norman 
Svendsen, elects the Board of Directors who is responsible 
for the daily political management. The Board consists of 
maximum 11 members. Kirsten Lund Larsen, head of YMCA 
and YWCA Denmark, is Chairperson of the Board. Since 2005 
Henrik Stubkjær is General Secretary of DanChurchAid.

VOLUNTEERS AND POPULAR SUPPORT In Denmark, 
DanChurchAid works to increase the popular support and 

create opportunities for action for all, who want to join the 
fight against hunger and poverty. This is done through infor-
mation, fundraising activities and advocacy.
In this work DanChurchAid is very dependent on the solid 
popular support from our many volunteers: our fundraising 
coordinators, former seconded staff, volunteers seconded to 
our Regional Offices abroad, volunteers in the second-hand 
shops and our youth and senior volunteer networks and 
partner organisations.
In the streets of the larger cities in Denmark DanChurchAid’s 
young Face2Facers recruit permanent supporters for our 
work abroad. Similarly, a big number of private donors are 
recruited through tele- marketing.
Every second month DanChurchAid distributes the “Magazi-
ne” to our 80,000 regular donors informing them about de-
velopment issues as well as the work abroad and at home. 
On a daily basis we publish news on our Danish website 
www.noedhjaelp.dk .
Our international website www.danchurchaid.org and the 
ACT Alliance website www.actalliance.org offer information 
about global development and relief aid.

HEADQUARTERS DanChurchAid’s headquarters are situ-
ated in Nørregade 15 in Copenhagen, with around 150 emplo-
yees and volunteers. We have smaller offices in the cities 
of Aarhus, Odense, Aalborg and Esbjerg with consultants, 
volunteers and Facd2Face staff.

HUMANITARIAN
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What was the 
money spent on            mill. DKK

          key
figures
  2009

SUPPORT DESPITE ECONOMIC CRISIS 
With a total income of DKK 498 million in 
2009, DanChurchAid is still in a strong po-
sition to fight for the poorest in the world. 
DKK 498 million is DKK 12 million more 
than in 2008 despite a recession in 2009 
compared to the big increase the years 
before. We see the continuous increase in 
hard times as an indication of the will of 
the Danish population to help the poorest 
in the world without regard to the global 
economic crisis.  

Africa

52%
the middle 

east

6%

Asia

23%
Global

6%
central
america 

5%
eastern europe
& central asia 

8%

Development aid	 193.2
Relief aid	 191.9		
Humanitarian mine action	   59.8
Development education	 18.2
Campaigns and fundraising	 35.0 
Secretariat	      53.0 
Total	 491.3

 Secretariat  11%

Development Aid  39%

Relief Aid 39%

Development 
Education  4%

Campaigns and 
Fundraising  7%

Funds spent

Countries with DanChurchAid office and/or many partners

Countries with DanChurchAid support to single projects and/or relief work

Countries with DanChurchAid Humanitarian Mine Action Programme

guatemala
honduras

nicaragua

Haïti
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where did the 
money come from          mill. DKK
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Private donations/collections  	 167.0
Second-hand shops	       15.8
Danida grants	 227.5		
EU grants	 59.1
International donors	     42.3
Other income	 2.1
Total	  498.0

other income 1%

Danida grants 46%	

Private donations/
collections  33%

EU grants 12%

international
donors 8%

We have spent DKK 385 million on activities all over the world; from the fight against hunger in Africa, 
to assistance to homeless in Kyrgyzstan and to support for the victims for the cyclone in Burma.
In 2009 we spent DKK 169.1 million collected among the Danish population. All that money is col-
lected through various fundraising initiatives such as “Nødstrøm” (renewable energy), Denmark 
Fundraising, Roskilde Music Festival, Parish Collection, second-hand shops and – not least – the 
many contributions we receive from individual Danes who support our work with monthly con-
tributions.
In 2009 we introduced the option of supporting our work according to themes, such as hunger 
or climate, and a continent, e.g. Asia or Africa. We did not receive as many contributions as 
expected. But we hope that the Danes will adopt this option in 2010. We are also very proud to 
have inherited DKK 27.5 million in 2009. It is the biggest amount ever and a strong expression of 
support towards the work of DanChurchAid.

Funds spent
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